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OMA kicks ofFBlack History Month with luncheon, speakers 
Event features accomplished alumni, inspiring professionals and down-home cooking 
Photo by Hank Sharpe 
The AASU Gospel Choir sings in front of the audience 
at the Office of Multicultural Affairs' Black Hi story Month kick-off 
luncheon in the Armstrong Center Ballroom on Feb. 4. 
By Ashley Counts 
Staff Reporter 
February is Black History 
Month, and the Office of Mul­
ticultural Affairs (OMA) be­
gan a month of events with a 
soul-food luncheon featuring 
the Armstrong Atlantic State 
University (AASU) Gospel 
Choir, poet and Armstrong 
alum Tyrone Avery Acker 
and guest speaker Linda T. 
Johnson, assistant commis­
sioner of the Georgia Depart­
ment of Labor. 
The Feb. 4 luncheon ac­
knowledged the past contri­
butions of African-Americans 
throughout history while 
drawing on their inspiration 
to guide future generations, 
all with an array of tradition­
al southern cuisine. 
. "To me, Black History 
Month is a chance to learn 
from the past," said Candace 
Jackson, a graduating senior 
in the AASU Gospel Choir. 
The choir operates within 
OMA but has a separate bud­
get. 
The Director of Multicul­
tural Affairs, Dr.* Michael 
Snowden, gave a presenta­
tion that retraced the gradual 
evolution of Martin Luther 
King Jr.'s "dream" from slav­
ery to civil rights and beyond 
with a slideshow that docu­
mented the courageous steps 
taken by the likes of Sojourn­
er Truth, Fredrick Douglass, 
Harriet Tubman and count­
less others who have helped 
make American society a 
much more inclusive place. 
"Black history month rep­
resents the trials and tribula­
tions but also the triumphs," 
Snowden said. 
Acker read two poems 





By Brad Curran 
Staff Reporter 
The Student Government 
Association (SGA) Vice Pres­
ident Aaron Eubanks said 
the SGA announced on Tues­
day, Feb. 10 that the Student 
Services Committee is now 
finalizing a student survey/ 
questionnaire to determine 
the AASU student body's 
opinion of student services. 
Eubanks also confirmed 
that the SGA had approved 
the long-planned "Pirate Ra­
dio" to be funded by money 
from next year's SGA bud­
get. 
Eubanks added that mon­
ey for a faculty advisor lun­
cheon, which will also serve 
as a training session for fac­
ulty advisors for all student 
organizations, was cleared by 
the SGA. 
Additionally, the SGA col­
laborated with the American 
Red Cross to hold the first 
campus blood drive of 2009. 
The blood drive was held on 
Tuesday, Feb. 10, outside 
of Science Hall, from 10:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Didn't get to the Feb. 11 
"Meet the Candidates" 
forum for the upcoming 
SGA elections? 
Check out The inkwell's 
coverage of those 
running for your votes in 
next week's issue. 
Student organizations submit budgets 
Some hope for increased funding for 2009-10 fiscal year 
By Carmen Singleton 
Staff Reporter 
Each semester students 
must pay a Student's Ac­
tivity Fee of $44 which 
pays for them to partake 
in events held on cam­
pus. The groups which 
organize these events get 
a portion of that money 
and use it for a multitude 
of things. 
The Student Govern­
ment Association's (SGA) 
Finance Committee con­
sists of eight members 
and is chaired by SGA 
Treasurer Anna Mach. 
SGA, along with help 
from Vice President for 
Business and Finance Da­
vid Carson and Director 
of Student Activities Al 
Harris creates a Student 
' Activities Budget. The 
budget must be approved 
by an SGA vote, Vice Pres­
ident of Student Affairs 
Vicky McNeil and uni­
versity President Thomas 
Jones. 
"The student activities 
budget comes from the 
students and will not get 
cut unless Armstrong has 
a decrease in enrollment," 
said SGA President and 
Finance Committee mem­
ber Somi Benson-Jaja. 
For an organization or 
program to receive stu­
dent activity funds from 
the Finance. Committee, 
they must follow a set of 
' 
f|| Band -$31,500 
0| Calliope -$13,520 
0 Campus Union Board - $167,000 
Iff Chorus $28,000 
j| Emerging Leaders Program - $3,925 
0 Gospel Choir - $9,000 
0 HOLA $10,000 
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0 Honors Program - $9,700 
01 Inkwell $69,500 
J International Education - $27,530 
fH Masquers - $54,350 
. | Mulitcultural Affairs - $23,400 
0 Recreation Programs - $73,000 
0 Student Government Association - $51,035 
Check Inside 
AASU's Megan Feasel 
wins Tybee race 
PAGE 2 
Movie review: "He's Just 




the Feb. 5 edit! 
Inkwell were inc< 
attributed. Shimira Hill, 
AASU Marketing and 
Communications, took 
the photos of the bench 
dedication to Dr. Sharyn 
Gibson. 
Graphic by Chris Gibson 
Last year's budget shown above: Dr. Christopher Baker, faculty adviser for the student art and 
literature journal "Calliope," said he is seeking more funding "because printing and production costs go 
up every year." Baker said that the cost of printing the magazine depends upon the work and materi­
als put into it, such as illustrations, pictures and the paper that is used. 
guidelines listed on the SGA's 
website. 
"The organization must ex­
ist purely to serve and rep­
resent the student body and 
participation in the organiza­
tion must be open to all stu­
dents. The organization must 
not have racial, religious, or 
ethnic ties which might dis­
courage interested students 
from participating." 
Additionally, groups must 
"be of general benefit to the 
student body" and cannot 
duplicate the actions and 
goals of an organization al­
ready established and funded 
by the Finance Committee. 
In submitting a budget, or­
ganizations must lay out their 
exact plans for the funds. 
They must ensure that "the 
needs that the organization 
is funded on. To be able to 
function; the basic efficiency 
to get the job done," Benson-
Jaja said, noting that groups 
need to consider many fac­
tors when forming and ap­
plying for a budget. 
Both this year and last, 14 
different organizations were 
part of the process. 
One of the organizations 
submitting its budget, the 
Hispanic Outreach and 
Leadership at Armstrong 
(HOLA), will ask for 
$12,000 this year, an in­
crease of $2,000 from last 
year. 
"We normally received 
about 2,000 less than that 
we asked for," said Mel­
ody Rodriguez, HOLA's 
program director said via 
e-mail. 
HOLA uses its funds 
throughout the year for 











Armstrong Atlantic State 
University's (AASU) athletic 
department did not receive 
any of the $75 temporary fee, 
nor will it be directly affect­
ed by the state-wide budget 
cuts — ins tead, it is the ris­
ing cost of travel and equip­
ment that is causing athletic 
departments across the state 
to prioritize and trim their fi­
nances. 
In early December the Ath­
letic Director's Council for the 
Peach Belt Conference voted 
to impose a travel, squad 
limit due to the cost of travel. 
They have since met again to 
reverse that decision, opting 
instead to discuss it at their 
March meeting, rather than 
implement it in the middle of 
many sports' seasons. 
"Last week a conference call 
between the Commissioner 
SPORTS | PAGE 2 
SGA, Red Cross host campus blood drive 
By Brad Curran 
Staff Reporter 
The Student Government 
Association (SGA) hosted the 
first blood drive of the year 
for the American Red Cross 
on Feb. 10. 
SGA Vice President Aaron 
Eubanks weighed in on the 
SGA's role in collaborating 
with the American Red Cross 
to make the blood drive pos­
sible. 
"Senator Ernesto Ortiz-
Ariza, our community service 
chairman, has been working 
with the Red Cross, and this 
is our second or third blood 
drive in the last year. The Red 
Cross is in need of blood, and 
we want to do, as the student 
government, anything we can 
to help out," Eubanks said. 
Dr. April McKellar of the 
Red Cross explained what 
donating blood entails. 
"People fill out a question­
naire of 39 questions to de­
termine if they're suitable to 
donate blood, and sometimes 
if they answer 'yes' on certain 
questions we can't accept 
blood from them that day, 
but if they pass the question­
naire, we can accept blood 
from them," McKellar said. 
Among the pre-requisites 
for donating blood are that 
you be in good health on 
that particular day, that you 
are not taking any antibiot­
ics, you must be at least 17 
years old and no less than 
110 pounds. Also, you can­
not have a non-sterile body 
piercing or tattoos less than 
12 months old. 
Several of the students do­
nating blood had done so be­
fore. 
"This is rhy third or fourth 
time donating blood. The 
first time I was scared of the 
needles, but not anymore. It 
was painful the first time, but 
that was because they stuck 
me in the wrong arm, and 
they couldn't find the vein," 
said freshman Archanat Pa-
tel. 
Patel said that one need 
only overcome the fear of 
needles to be able to donate 
blood. 
"I would say take a friend 
with you to deter any atten­
tion you might give to the 
needle, but once the needle's 
in there, it's not hard at all, 
BLOOD! P AGE 2 
Photo by Hannah Oesterheld 
Patrick Cassiday gives blood for the Red Cross at AASU's bloo d 
drive on Tuesday. He works for Southside Fire Department and 
gives blood as often as possible. The process took him about 35 
minutes. 
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NEWS 
Calendar of Events 
Feb. 13: Faculty Lecture Series, 12:10 p.m. UH 156 
Feb. 19: SGA Forum: Let's Talk 1 p.m. Solms 108 
BUDGET | FROM PAGE 1 
monthly activities such as the 
HOLA "Lunch and Learns." 
"75 percent of the funds 
we request are used to spon­
sor the large Latino Heritage 
Week Festival on-campus 
which runs during the last 
week of September. Stu­
dents also sponsor fund 
raisers throughout the year 
(cookouts and car washes) 
to sponsor outside activities 
and the end of the year field 
trip," Rodriguez said. 
AASU's G ospel Choir also 
submits a budget for ap­
proval every year. The choir 
is asking for a little over 
$9,000 for its performances 
and trips. 
"It is less; last year, we pre­
sented our budget prior to 
our 20th anniversary. So we 
needed additional funding 
for our reunion. Last year, 
our emphasis was on the re­
union," said Lottie Scott, di­
rector of adult services and 
adviser for the Gospel Choir. 
Their aspiration this year 
is to replace a drum set that 
has been around for quite 
some time. 
"We have certain main­
tenance items that need re­
placing. We need funds for 
our concerts in the fall and 
our retreats in Valdosta, Ma­
con and Atlanta—in addition 
to local events," she said. 
The choir would also like 
to purchase T-shirts and 
plaques to show apprecia­
tion for members due to their 
SPORTS I F ROM PAGE 1 
volunteer-based participa­
tion and management. Scott 
is impressed with this year's 
choir group and looks for­
ward to the 2009-10 year. 
"We want the community 
at large to support us. This 
choir has grown tremen­
dously because of the student 
leadership," she added. 
The Office of Multic ultural 
Affairs (OMA) usually re­
ceives one of the larger bud­
gets but has lately felt some 
of the pressure of state-wide 
falling school funds. 
"I would like an increase 
from last year. I was cut last 
year about $2,000. And this 
year, I will ask anywhere be­
tween $25-30,000" said, Dr. 
Michael Snowden, director 
of multicultural affairs. 
Last year OMA's budget 
was $23,000. 
OMA wants to "bring pro­
grams that [Campus Union 
Board] has not covered." 
"For instance, we do a Na­
tive American program that 
has been going on for 10 
years now," Snowden said 
and added that they want to 
"expose students to some of 
the cultural events they may 
not be involved with. Most of 
the funds I get from SGA are 
for student development and 
learning." 
The 2009-10 budget hear­
ings will be held Friday, Feb. 
20 between 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
and Saturday, Feb. 21 from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m. in the stu­
dent activities conference 
room. 
and AD [A thletic Directors] 
Council reviewed some of 
the difficulties in monitor­
ing and verifying rosters in 
the middle of a season. Who 
gets to ride on the bus? Can 
the home teams play a roster 
larger than the travel team, 
etc. After a great deal of dis­
cussion the limits rule was 
temporarily halted until the 
details could be worked out 
to everyone's satisfaction," 
said AASU Athletics Director 
Dr. Eddie Aenchbacher via e-
mail. 
In the effort to reduce 
spending, the conference 
has eliminated face-to-face 
coaches' meetings. Aench­
bacher said in an interview 
that instead of all the school's 
coaches in a league traveling 
to meet and discuss rules, 
they are now holding confer­
ence calls to save money. 
Aenchbacher explained 
that the recent soccer coach­
es' meeting held by confer­
ence call cost only $58, which 
is a fraction of what it costs 
for each coach to travel out of 
town. 
Dr. Michael Lariscy, head 
of the health and physical 
education department, said 
there were no major losses 
that arose from the operating 
budget being cut. 
Lariscy said that he is de­
laying purchases of non-es­
sential items. 
"What I've done is, I've 
held up on repairs and some 
maintenance items in the 
fitness center until I saw ex­
actly where my budget was, 
and I repaired one piece, but 
I'll hold off on the other until 
next year," Lariscy said. 
"It's not hurting the stu­
dents, it's not hurting the 
classes so it's going to be 
okay to hold that piece," he 
added. 
The rise in costs is chiefly 
to blame for the athletic de­
partment's troubles. Even 
though the athletic fee has 
consistently generated more 
funds over the last four years, 
the department receives no 
other funding aside from ba­
sic services from the school 
itself. 
"As the enrollment goes; 
so goes the athletic budget. It 
is always a projection to say 
what next year's budget will 
be due to the uncertainty of 
enrollment and the econo­
my," Aenchbacher said via 
e-mail. 
Without any other source 
of funding, the department's 
budget is at the mercy of any 
price changes within their 
operation. 
Aenchbacher said that 
bus transport has gone from 
$1.50 per mile to $3 per mile 
in addition to a 15 percent 
increase in the cost of hotels 
and food. 
"Scholarships have in­
creased in cost (a student 
knows just how much) ev­
ery year. Staff are paid and 
in good years, receive raises. 
Lecjgue membership fees and 
insurance fees continue to 
grow. Referee's and umpire 
fees continue to rise," he said 
via e-mail. 
As the economic crisis 
worsens, prices will likely 
continue to rise, putting even 
more pressure on the bud­
get. However, Aenchbacher 
hopes that a rise in enroll­
ment will help offset the new 
cost. 
"The general 'rule of 
thumb' is that when there are 
tough times in the economy 
enrollment goes up as people 
return for a second degree in 
another field or trying to get 
ahead and be prepared for 
the next economic growth 
period of jobs," he said via 
e-mail. 
"Our goal at AASU will b e 
to continue to be efficient 
and economical in all of our 
dealings, while conserving 
our resources where possi­
ble. This is a tough time and 
one that all of us need to un­
derstand and learn in order 
to continue the great success 
at AASU." 
Aenchbacher emphasized 
that the situation, at present, 
was fluid. 
"Stay tuned, it might 
change again next week." 
HISTORY | FROM PAGE 1 
from his recently pub­
lished book, "Love Is Un­
defined." 
"Equinox" plays subtly 
upon the fall and spring 
equinoxes and symbol­
izes the balance of power 
and compromise among 
the black and white races, 
and "Interesting" pays 
tribute to the often over­
looked importance of mi­
nority women. 
"Black History Month 
is important to everyone 
of all races because it is all 
about progression," Acker 
said. 
Acker, who was an early 
graduate of OMA's Early 
Alert Support Environ­
ment (EASE) program, 
which was designed as a 
mentoring program for 
minority students, con­
fessed that he was hon­
ored to be a part of OMA's 
celebration. He said he 
could remember himself 
sitting in the very same 
chairs as the attending 
students, listening to oth­
ers speak of their achieve­
ments. 
Johnson addressed the 
legacy of Black History 
Month: opportunity and 
BLOOD | FROM PAGE 1 
it's really easy, and it 
takes less than ten min­
utes. /end once you're 
done, you have a good 
feeling," she added. 
At their most recent 
impact. 
"Our time is not finished; 
there is more work ahead for 
students like you," Johnson 
said. 
Having seen and experi­
enced for herself the chang­
ing tide of integration and 
the struggle of civil rights, 
she challenged students 
when they feel discouraged 
to remember the obstacles 
that faced those fighting for 
equality and to be inspired 
by their triumph. 
She reminded students 
that despite the troubling 
economic crisis and the 
plummeting unemployment 
that "opportunity abounds" 
and students should "press 
toward the mark." 
Upcoming OMA events 
Feb. 16: Financial advice 
lecture by Dr. Craig 
Bythewood at the Compass 
Point Clubhouse 
Feb. 20: Movie night, 
"Medea Goes to Jail"* 
Feb. 21 "Freedom Trial 
Tour"* 
* Sign up for these events 
at the Student Affairs 
Office, Room 211 MCC 
blood drive held Oct. 30, the 
goal was 35 pints, and they 
collected 37 pints. 
"The Red Cross usually sets 
a goal, and we have always 
either met or exceeded our 
goal," Eubanks said. 
Campus Life 
Voices on Campus 
Valentine's Day 
Reported by Carmen Singleton 
Staff Reporter 
Valentine's Day is a day of love, candy and Hallmark cards. 
Some will argue that it's a day for businesses to make money 
and that people should show love every day. Still more people 
feel that Valentine's Day is the one day out of the year when 
couples can express their feelings for one another. Whatever 
the day may mean, Valentine's Day is here to stay. 
This week, students were asked, "What does Valentine's 
Day mean to you?" 
AASU's Megan Feasel 
wins half-marathon 
By Luke Armstrong 
Sports Editor 
sports.inkwell@gmail.com 
Megan Feasel, assistant 
director for wellness and 
fitness, won the inaugu­
ral Critz Tybee Run Half 
Marathon on Feb. 7. 
In a field of around 
2,000 people Feasel put 
in a time of 1:30:11 that 
placed her nearly a min­
ute and a half over second 
place finisher Ale Ken­
nedy. 
Feasel said that she 
didn't do much of any­
thing out of the ordinary 
in preparation. She regu­
larly runs seven days a 
week and averages 60-70 
miles per week. 
The only thing differ­
ent that she added to her 
routine was to do some 
"speed runs." 
This is the second run in 
which Feasel has compet­
ed since moving to Savannah 
in July. She also took part 
in and won the Savannah 
Bridge Run. 
Having a background in 
running long distance cer­
tainly helped Feasel. She ran 
for NCAA Division I member 
school Wright State Universi­
ty in Dayton, Ohio, that com­
peted against such big name 
schools as Notre Dame, Ohio 
State and Michigan. 
Feasel said it was a per­
fect day for a distance run. It 
wasn't windy, the tempera­
ture was in the lower 50s 
and it got warmer as the race 
went along. 
Feasel wants to get involved 
in more runs in the area and 
said that her "next goal for 
a race will be running a full 
marathon." 
She admitted that it will 
take more preparation on 
her part, but she still wants 
to run one in the near future. 
Photo by Hank Sharpe 
Army ROTC students from AASU, Savannah State and SCAD 
gather to conduct cold weather swim training at the pool on 
AASU's campus at 6:30 a.m. on Feb. 4. 
Check online 
For this week's Crime Blotter 
theinkwellonline.com 
"It's a meaningless holiday because 
you should show your emotions for 
the one you love every day. 
-Schyler Jackson, senior, 
rehabilitation science 
"Honestly, it really doesn't mean 
anything to me. Just another day, 
but if you're in a relationship, then 
it would be different." 
- Samantha Klesick, freshman, 
art 
"It really doesn't mean anything 
to me, unless you find the right 
person to spend it with." 
- Nirzari Amin, freshman, 
nursing 
"It does mean something, but for 
the past few years, I haven't spent 
yo • ecial 
-Calm Caracol, freshman, 
applied physics 
"I think it's an economic creation for 
businesses to make money so, it does 
not mean that much to me. 
- Nicholas Oliver, junior, 
undeclared 
"It's the one day out of the year 
to make the person that means 
most to you happy; that's what 
Valentine's Day means to me." 
- Ashton Phillips, junior, 
engineering 
Six by Six 
Affections, confections and cards 
Valentine's Day has a bit of a murky history; no one is 
quite sure exactly when or where it started, or even which 
of the many Saint Valentines it is supposed to celebrate. 
Despite all that, however, the holiday has taken on a life of 
its own, with special rituals and expectations which have 
become popular. 
Students this week were asked "What do you think Valen­
tine's Day is for?" Here are their opinions in six words. 




"A day for lovers and 
friends." 
- David Clark, sophomore, 
chemistry 
"To spend time with your 
love." 
-Ty Slater, political science, 
sophomore 
"For Hallmark to make more 
money." 
- Jordyn Fejkus, sophomore, 
English 
"Expressing your deepest 
feelings to others." 
- Maria Leiva., early childhood 
education, freshman 
"An excuse for money 
hungry companies." 
- D wayne Taylor, psychology, 
freshman 
We encourage readers to e-mail us withtheir six-word 
suggestions for next week's topic; 
What would your priorities be if you were in the SGA? 
E-mail submissions to campuslife.inkwell@gmall.com. Be sure to include your 
name, year in school and major. Please limit yourself to one submission per topic., 
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EDITORIALS 
& OPINIONS 
The Inkwell welcomes and invites letters to the editor. All submissions must be less than 350 words, and they must be 
signed. E-mail your submission to inkwell@armstrong.edu. 
Opinions expressed in op/ed columns or in editorial cartoons do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the newspaper. 
The Inkwell reserves the right to edit for grammar and spelling. 
AASU leaves no Pirate behind 
Armstrong Atlantic State 
University (AASU) has set 
a standard for how athletes 
should excel both on the 
court and in the classroom. 
The university snagged the 
Peach Belt Conference (PBC) 
President's Academic Award, 
which recognizes the highest 
ratio between student ath­
letes' GPA's and the GPA of 
the general student popula­
tion, for the first two years of 
its existence, 2005-2006 and 
2006-2007. 
More than 7,000 students 
are enrolled at AASU; 139 of 
them are athletes. Student 
athletes usually have busier 
days than the average student 
because they're juggling class 
responsibilities along with 
a busy training and game 
schedule. Chad Jackson, di­
rector of sports communica­
tions, said that a few athletes 
hold down jobs as well. 
He reported that even with 
the heavy workloads, more 
than 50 percent of AASU Pi­
rates have maintained a GPA 
of 3.0 or above, 23 are on the 
dean's list and overall the 
athletes hold an average GPA 
of 2.86 percent. 
Scholarships have made a 
solid education a reality for 
many students, and athletes 
in particular seem not to take 
it for granted. Jackson said 
the athletic department's re­
tention rate is higher than 
AASU's general population, 
and while he added that 
very few athletes have a full 
scholarship, some receive 
scholarships in the form of 
"equivalents," such as a set 
dollar amount for books or 
housing. 
Jackson said coaches gen­
erally maintain study groups 
for their teams throughout 
the year to help them stay 
in the routine. In addition to 
ensuring that athletes meet 
the GPA minimum required 
to keep playing, the extra at­
tention helps those who re­
ceive the HOPE scholarship 
maintain the 3.0 necessary 
to keep it. 
The athletic department 
is to be commended for as­
sisting their athletes in time 
management and study 
halls. 
We can't pretend it isn't a 
two-way street, though. 
Universities are willing 
to pay for talented student 
athletes because an excel­
lent sports program draws 
in alumni donations and free 
publicity for the school. The 
uptick in fees AASU students 
have recently experienced 
reinforces that higher edu­
cation in America is a both a 
commodity and a business. 
Our Pirates work hard to 
succeed in what they do, but 
they are students first. As 
athletes rack up points on 
the court, the university has 
to make sure it is also set­
ting the groundwork for its 
students to secure a strong 
future through a demanding 
and rewarding college expe­
rience. 
It does not seem that 
AASU's student athletes 
are dealing with the type of 
problems experienced by 
athletic-scholarship recipi­
ents at larger universities, 
such as struggling to stay fed 
or taking "fluff' classes to 
stay eligible to play, and that 
is as it should be at our grow­
ing school. 
The coaches and staff in 
the athletic department have 
done a superb job in devel­
oping well-rounded athletes 
who can face any challenge, 
on or off the court. We hope 
they continue to do so. 
And let's get that PBC 
President's Academic Award 
again this year. 
©. 
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The Statesboro Herald 
Phelps, pot and consequences 
(MCT) 
The following editorial ap­
peared in the Dallas Morning 
News on Tuesday, Feb. 3: 
Were you shocked to see the 
British tabloid photograph 
of Olympic swim champ Mi­
chael Phelps firing up a bong 
at a recent college party? 
Many people were no doubt 
startled, and chagrined, to 
see the all-American athlete 





?OSIV<> LH THE MltROR... 
image. 
Many others may have 
been less surprised that 
Phelps did the drug than that 
he was foolish enough to do 
so in public, putting his mul­
timillion-dollar product en­
dorsement deals at risk. 
Phelps has apologized, lay­
ing blame at the fact that he's 
only 23 years old and not ex­
actly a paragon of wisdom. 
Please. Phelps is a grown­
up and has to own his poor 
choices. But government 
statistics do indicate that the 
age group most likely to use 
marijuana is 18 to 25 years 
old; after that, pot use drops 
off sharply. 
Will young Americans who 
buy Wheaties because they 
see Mr. Eight Gold Medals on 
the box now be more inclined 
to inhale pot because they 
see him cupping a bong? The 
decline in stigma attached to 
marijuana use could make 
trying it easier, but it's hard 
to establish a direct connec­
tion. 
While it can't please par­
ents that their kids' favorite 
Olympic champion is re­
vealed as a recreational drug 
user, the good news is that 
marijuana is less popular 
today than it was in the late 
1970s. 
The bad news is the poten­
cy is much higher. Research 
over the last decade has es­
tablished a link between 
marijuana use and forgetful-
ness, having to do with the 
effect of cannabinoids, the 
pleasure-giving substance in 
marijuana, on brain chemis­
try. And while marijuana is 
not addictive in the same way 
cocaine and alcohol are, sci­
entists have found evidence 
that for 10 to 14 percent of 
the population, developing 
a pot dependence is all too 
easy. 
It's also worth thinking of 
another young Phelps - Rod­
ney Phelps, a Detroit man 
profiled by Luke Bergmann 
in his acclaimed recent book, 
"Getting Ghost." Rodney 
Phelps was a young, black, 
petty dealer whose life was 
filled with all the chaos and 
violence that comes with liv­
ing in a city and culture per­
meated by the drug trade. 
As Bergmann tells it, Phelps 
tried to get out of the life and 
start anew but was gunned 
down, probably by old drug-
dealing rivals. 
The two Phelpses lived 
worlds apart, but the famous 
one's indiscreet pleasures 
depend on the daily misery 
of the obscure one who died 
young and in pain. It bears 
repeating that the names and 
faces of innocent Mexicans 
killed by drug cartels - for 
whom marijuana is their big­
gest moneymaker - will never 
make it onto a Wheaties box 
to be seen by the privileged 
Americans who, like Michael 
Phelps, take a recreational 
bong hit now and again. 
Yet their fates are not 
so easily separated. That's 
something pot smokers like 
Michael Phelps have to own, 
too. 
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Calendar of Events 
Feb. 13: Men's and women's tennis at GSW 2:00 p.m. 
Feb. 13-15: Baseball vs. Shephard 2:00 p.m., 1:00 p.m., 11:00 a.m. 
Feb. 14: Men's and women's tennis vs. West Florida at Tifton, Ga. 
Softball at Lynn 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m. 
Men's and women's basketball vs. Augusta State 2:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m. 
Men's and women's tennis at Abraham Baldwin JC 5:00 p.m. 
Feb. 16: Men's and women's basketball at Clayton State 5:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 
Feb. 16,17: Women's Golf at Newberiy College Invitational 
Week of February 12,2009 
Lady Pirates squeak by with less 
than a second remaining ( j^ 
AASU pulls out late win 58-56 
By Luke Armstrong 
Sports Editor 
sports.inkwell@gmail.com 
It took every bit of the 
game to decide a winner in 
the Peach Belt Conference 
(PBC) contest between the 
women of Armstrong Atlan­
tic State University (AASU) 
and University of North Car­
olina-Pembroke (UNCP) on 
Feb. 7. 
The game wasn't put away 
until junior Portia Jones 
made two free throws with 
less than a second, left in the 
game. 
The Lady Pirates took the 
early lead in the game and 
looked as though they were 
going to get an easy victory. 
With 7:13 to go in the first 
half AASU l ed 24-14 thanks 
to a 3-pointer by Jones with 
only two seconds to go on the 
shot clock. 
However, UNCP was not 
to be underestimated, and 
from that point on the Lady 
Braves fought back to bring 
it to a one point game right 
before half time. With only 
12 seconds remaining in the 
half, Lady Brave Natalie Ray 
scored after an offensive re­
bound to shrink the margin 
to one, 28-27. 
, The second half turned 
into a back and forth battle. 
The score was tied twice, and 
there were eight lead changes 
in the second half alone. 
AASU took a one-point 
lead on a jumper by Lacey 
Willis with only 14 seconds 
to go in the game. Willis led 
her team in three statistical 
categories points, rebounds 
and assists with 20, 12 and 
five respectively. 
Willis, whose hands were 
wrapped for the game, 
seemed to be playing rather 
well despite the injuiy she 
sustained earlier this season. 
When UNCP missed a 
3-pointer to try to tie the 
game at 56, the Lady Braves 
had to foul in order to try and 
salvage a win. 
It was not to be. With .4 
seconds left on the clock, 
AASU's Jones knocked down 
both free throws when she 
was sent to the line. Jones 
was a perfect 4-for-4 from 
the free throw line in the final 
five seconds. 
AASU head coach Matt 
Schmidt said that "this was 
a hard fought game by both 
teams" and had nothing but 
praise for UNCP head^coach 
John Haskins. 
He also believed that his 
team's strong shooting per­
formance carried over from 
its victory on the road against 
Georgia Southwestern Uni­
versity. > 
While Schmidt praised his 
team for its performance, he 
admitted there are some oth­
er areas of play that he would 
like for his team to improve 
upon in order to keep win­
ning against in the PBC. 
With two out of AASU's 
next three games being on 
the road against PBC teams 
in the top five in the confer­
ence, the Lady Pirates have 
photo by Hank Sharpe 
Senior guard Lacey Willis leads the Pirates to victory, scor­
ing a double-double in the process. 
Cruising to an easy victory 
Pirates win against conference for 95 -63 
photo by Margaret Davis 
Senior Calvin Wilson goes in for a dunk off a steal early 
in the first half against UNCP. 
By Luke Armstrong 
Sports Editor 
sports.inkwell@gmail.com 
The Armstrong Atlantic 
State University (AASU) 
men's basketball team pulled 
away early against University 
of North Carolina-Pembroke 
(UNCP) and never looked 
back in the Feb. 7 Peach Belt 
Conference (PBC) match-up. 
The Pirates jumped out 
to a nine-point margin with 
only three minutes removed 
in the first half when they 
went up 14-5 off a field goal 
by Dwight Tolbert. 
Tolbert accounted for five 
out of AASU's first six shots 
from the field by himself. By 
half time he led all scorers, 
accounting for 17 of the Pi­
rates' 42 points. 
The Pirates amassed their 
biggest lead, 41-25, with 
about two-and-a-half min­
utes to go in the half. 
The second half was more 
of the same from AASU. The 
Pirates slowly but surely 
pulled further and further 
away from the Braves. 
The Pirates looked nearly 
unstoppable as they contin­
ued to hustle to the ball on 
both sides of court and were 
scoring as if they were going 
to break 100 easily. 
The climax of the Pirates 
scoring came with 36 sec­
ond to go when Chris Van-
landingham knocked down a 
3-pointer to put the final nail 
in the coffin for UNCP. 
Head coach Jeff Burkham-
er said that his team did "a 
good job defensively ... trap­
ping and making them get 
out of their game plan." 
He also touted his team's 
good shot selection and ac­
curacy. 
AASU's starting junior for­
ward Tolbert was definitely 
the star of the game. Tol­
bert led his team in scoring 
throughout the game and 
finished with 21 points. He 
shot 7-10 from the field, 5-8 
behind the arc and 2-4 from 
the free throw line. 
'Even with Tolbert generat­
ing the most offense for his 
team, the Pirates still showed 
-their balance as everyone 
who saw action in the game 
scored points. 
Four other Pirates scored 
in the double-digits: T.T. 
Hall, Calvin Wilson, Brian 
Moultrie and Uriah Hething-
ton. Hethington came off the 
bench to score 12 points came 
in only 19 minutes of play. 
Pirates take first of three games series against Screaming Eagles 
AASU pitcher records 15 groundouts 
By Luke Armstrong 
Sports Editor 
sports.inkweIl@gmail.com 
Armstrong Atlantic State 
University (AASU) pulled off 
an impressive win over the 
University of Southern In­
diana (USI) behind the arm 
of senior left-hander Cody 
Walden on Feb. 6. 
Walden pitched an out­
standing complete game 
against the Screaming Ea­
gles, allowing one run on 
five hits with six strikeouts 
and two walks. In a display 
of Walden's pitching style 
- he's a control or "ground 
ball" pitcher - he recorded 15 
outs from ground balls. 
The Pirates' pitcher joked 
that he likes being a control 
pitcher because the ground 
balls "help to keep the in-
fielders awake.". 
Although AASU had a run­
ner in scoring position in the 
first after Alex Wyche blasted 
a hit over the head of USI 
right fielder Chad Bruce, the 
Pirates were unable to score 
a run until the second. 
In the bottom of the second 
Carlos Cordoza-Oquendo 
reached on a left-field single. 
The Pirates put a runner in 
scoring position again after 
John Roberts hit a single to­
ward right for the first hit in 
his colligate career. 
With runners on the cor­
ners the Pirates scored their 
first run when Cordoza-Oqu­
endo crossed the plate after 
Screaming Eagles' starter 
Tyler Choate threw a wild 
pitch. 
AASU's hitters continued 
to tee off on Choate in the 
bottom of the third. With 
runners on second and third, 
Blake Sills hit a line drive to 
score them both to make in­
crease the lead to 3-0. 
The only run AASU gave 
up came in the top of the 
fifth. Chad Bruce hit a triple 
off the wall in deep center 
field and was driven in by a 
ground out to short off the 
bat of Brad Vance. 
AASU scored its fourth and 
final run in the bottom of the 
seventh when Juan Dorado 
scored Josh Wilson from 
third with a single shot into 
left field. 
In the ninth, Walden looked 
to be in trouble of losing his 
complete game as well as the 
game for the Pirates. After al­
lowing two straight batters to 
reach on singles, Chad Werry 
represented the tying run for 
the Screaming Eagles. 
However, with runners on 
first and second, Walden got 
Werry to ground into a 6-4-3 
double play to save a great 
day of pitching. 
Walden explained how 
happy he was about his per­
formance saying, "as a pitch­
er seven innings is what you 
aim for, but it is much more 
fulfilling to get nine." 
The complete game for 
Walden was the first of the 
year for AASU; the Pirates 
only had three complete 
games pitched all of last sea-
som 
AASU wins 2-1 in extra innings 
Pirates win in pitcher's duel 
By Matt Hock 
Staff Reporter 
It took 10 innings for Arm­
strong Atlantic State Uni­
versity (AASU) to defeat the 
Screaming Eagles from the 
University of Southern Indi­
ana (USI) on Feb. 7. 
The match-up was the sec­
ond of a three game series 
between the two teams. 
Pirates' hurlers Thomas 
Gray and Ryan Smith com­
bined for ten innings of 
photo by Elizabeth Rusiecki 
Freshman catcher John Roberts congratulates start­
ing pitcher Cody Walden on a great inning pitched. 
impressive pitching. Gray 
threw six strikeouts over 5 
2/3 innings; Smith struck 
out four in 4 1/3 innings of 
relief. Smith was the winning 
pitcher of record. 
USI's starting pitcher Matt 
Nichols recorded 7 innings 
of shutout, two-hit baseball. 
The Pirates did not cross 
home plate until the eighth 
inning against reliever Shaun 
Larsen. 
The game's two starters 
were locked in a duel that 
didn't allow a single run to 
be scored until the top of the 
sixth inning. 
USI drew first blood. 
Smith, whom inherited a 
bases-loaded situation in re­
lief, walked the Eagles' Kyle 
Rowley, forcing in a run. The 
run was unearned due to two 
Pirate errors committed ear­
lier in the inning. 
After the sixth inning walk 
that gave USI its only run of 
the day, Smith settled down 
and dominated, allowing 
only two more base runners 
the rest of the game. 
The first base runner came 
via a walk to the Screaming 
Eagle's shortstop, Wes Fink. 
The other runner to reach 
was left fielder Chad Werry. 
Fink was later cut down 
at second base after Wer-
ry's botched sacrifice bunt 
attempt. Werry was later 
picked off at first by Smith. 
Both runners reached in the 
eight and proved to be of lit­
tle threat to AASU. 
The Pirates finally broke 
through in the eighth when 
right fielder Alex Wyche 
smacked a double to deep 
right center field. Wyche was 
thrown out at third trying to 
stretch his hit into a triple, 
but not before he drove in 
shortstop Juan Durado from 
second. 
Smith's fantastic relief al­
lowed the Pirates to remain 
deadlocked until the 10th 
inning when they went on to 
win the game. 
Josh Heath led off the 
bottom of the 10th inning 
for AASU and reached on 
a throwing error by Fink. 
Heath advanced from first to 
third on a single to left center 
by Josh Wilson. 
With the winning run at 
third base, Dorado pulled 
through with a clutch hit up 
the middle of the infield to 
give AASU the 2-1 win in ex­
tra innings. 
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Pirates open 2009 season at GSW Invitational 
Courtesy of Sports 
Communications 
Day i 
Americus, Ga. - The Arm­
strong Atlantic State Univer­
sity (AASU) softball squad 
opened up the 2009 season 
successfully with two wins 
at the Georgia Southwestern 
University (GSW) Invitation­
al on Feb. 6 in Americus, Ga. 
The Pirates (2-0) won both 
contests via the shutout. 
AASU outlasted Anderson 
(S.C.), 1-0, in eight innings, 
then knocked off Wegleyan 
(Ga.), 17-0, in five innings. 
In the first game, senior 
Sam Floyd (1-0) hurled the 
eight-inning shutout as the 
Pirates had to go into ex­
tra innings to knock off the 
Trojans. With the score tied 
at 0-0 in the bottom of the 
eighth inning and the inter­
national tiebreaker rule in 
effect, sophomore Kyndal 
Schaaf was placed on sec­
ond base to start the inning. 
Sophomore Erin Billingsley 
successfully sacrificed Schaaf 
over to third base, and then 
freshman pinch hitter Lau­
ren Zachry roped a walk-off 
single to the wall, driving 
Schaaf with the winning run. 
In the second game, sopho­
more Courtney Alvarez (1-0) 
and freshman Emily Head-
rick combined on the shut­
out as the Pirates blasted 
the Pioneers. Senior Jessica 
Strong clubbed a grand slam 
home run and freshman Bail-
lie Temples hit her first col­
legiate home run, a two-run 
shot, to highlight the AASU 
offense. 
Day 2 
• The AASU softball squad 
won two of three games on 
Feb. 7 at the GSW Invitation­
al, tying for the best record in 
the tournament with a pair of 
other teams. 
The Pirates dropped 
the first game, 4-0, to Fla­
gler, but defeated Brew-
ton-Parker, 9-2, and host 
GSW, 8-0, in six innings. 
AASU finished with a 4-1 
record, same as Anderson 
(S.C.) and Flagler, in 
the tournament. The Pi­
rates rebounded from the 
shutout loss to the Saints 
to knock off Brewton-
Parker, behind Emily 
Headrick's first collegiate 
victory and home runs 
from Lauren Bourdon 
and Nicole Huddleston. 
Bourdon also went deep 
in the 8-0 win over Georgia 
Southwestern as Courtney 
Alvarez delivered the five-
hit shutout, striking out six. 
The Lady Pirates return 
to action on Sunday, Feb. 
15, with a doubleheader 
against Lynn University in 
St. Augustine, Fla. 
#1 Armstrong Atlantic 9, Flagler o 
Feb. 6 at St. Augustine, Fla. (Flagler Tennis Center) 
Singles competition 
1. #1Sona Novakova (AASU) def. Chelsi de Cuba (FCW) 6-2.6-4 
2. #8 Alida Muller-Wehlau (AASU) def. Veronica Figueroa (FCW) 6-0,6-0 
3. #18 Gabriella Kovacs (AASU) def. Fernanda Ospina (FCW) 6-0, 6-1 
4- #38 Martina Beckmann (AASU) def. Deon Miller (FCW) 6-1, 6-1 
5. #33 Alisa Kagukina (AASU) def. Jennifer Saviano (FCW) 6-3,6-1 
6. Kathleen Henry (AASU) def. Chelsea Taylor (FCW) 6-0,6-2 
Doubles competition 
1. #4 Martina Beckmann/Alida Muller-Wehlau (AASU) def. Chelsi de Cuba/Chelsea 
Taylor (FCW) 8-3 
2. #ti Sona Novakova/Gabriella Kovacs (AASU) def. Roxane Alt/Veronica Figueroa 
(FCW) 8-0 
3. Kathleen Henry/Alisa Kagukina (AASU) def. Deon Miller/Jennifer Saviano 
(FCW) 8-4 
Match Notes 
Armstrong Atlantic 1-0, National ranking #1; Regional ranking #1 
Flagler 0-1; Regional ranking #8 
Flagler ranked No. 8 in the South Region. 
Armstrong Atlantic State ranked No. 1 in the nation and the Southeast Region. 
#1 Armstrong Atlantic 9, #25 Augusta State o 
Feb. 7 at Savannah, Ga. (AASU Tennis Complex) 
Singles competition 
1. #1 Sona Novakova (AASU) def. #34 Nathalia Rodrigues (ASU) 6-2, 6-1 
2. #8 Alida Muller-Wehlau (AASU) def. Fernanda Chiaparini (ASU) 6-0, 6-3 
3. #18 Gabriella Kovacs (AASU) def. Marina Ferreria (ASU) 6-0,6-1 
4. #38 Martina Beckmann (AASU) def. Bianca Machado (ASU) 6-3,6-1 
5. Kathleen Henry (AASU) def. Camila Correa (ASU) 6-1,6-0 
6. Tina Ronel (AASU) def. Giovana Fenstersifer (ASU) 6-1,6-0 
Doubles competition 
1. #4 Martina Beckmann/Alida Muller-Wehlau (AASU) def. Fernanda Chiaparini/ 
Nathalia Rodrigues (ASU) 8-3 
2. #u Gabriella Kovacs/Sona Novakova (AASU) def. Marina Ferreria/Bianca 
Machado (ASU) 8-0 
3. Kathleen Henry/Tina Ronel (AASU) def. Camila Correa/Giovana Fenstersifer 
(ASU) 8-5 
Match Notes 
Augusta State 1-1,0-1PBC; National ranking #25 
Armstrong Atlantic 2-0,1-0 PBC; National ranking #1 
T-3:25 
#1 Armstrong Atlantic 9, USC Aiken o 
Feb. 8 at Savannah, Ga. (AASU Tennis Complex) 
Singles competition 
1. #1 Sona Novakova (AASU) def. Stephanie Humphrey (USCA) 6-0,6-0 
2. #18 Gabriella Kovacs (AASU) def. Mathilde Grenet (USCA) 6-0, 6-1 
3. #38 Martina Beckmann (AASU) def. Maria Soledad Angel (USCA) 6-2,6-3 
4. #33 Alisa Kagukina (AASU) def. Brittany Telford (USCA) 6-1, 6-3 
5. Kathleen Henry (AASU) def. Brittany Gore (USCA) 6-0,6-0 
6. Tina RoneKAASU) def. Courtney Hall (USCA) 6-0,6-0 
Doubles competition 
1. #u Gabriella Kovacs/Sona Novakova (AASU) def. Mathilde Grenet/Brittany 
Telford (USCA) 8-0 
2. Kathleen Henry/Tina Ronel (AASU) def. Maria Soledad Angel/Stephanie 
Humphrey (USCA) 8-0 
3. Martina Beckmann/Alisa Kagukina (AASU) def. Brittany Gore/Courtney Hall 
(USCA) 8-0 
Match Notes 
USC Aiken 1-2,0-1 PBC 
Armstrong Atlantic 3-0, 2-0 PBC; National ranking #1 
T-2:12 A-50 
#1 Armstrong Atlantic 8, Flagler 1 
Feb. 6 at St. Augustine, Fla. (Flagler Tennis Center) 
Singles competition 
1. #1 Edualdo Bonet (AASU) def. David Cotrone (FCM) 6-7 (4-6), 6-2,6-4 
2. #11 Paul Bishop (AASU) def. Gino Ramirez (FCM) 6-0,6-4 
3. #37 Rafael Array (AASU) def. Harry Snoxell (FCM) 6-4,6-2 
4. Mikk Irdoja (AASU) def. Kyle Maloof (FCM) 6-0, 6-2 
5. #21 Tim Johannsen (AASU) def. J.P. Llano (FCM) 6-0, 6-2 
6. Paul Fitzgerald (AASU) def. Mason Addison (FCM) 6-2,6-2 
Doubles competition 
1. #8 Tim Johannsen/Rafael Array (AASU) def. David Cotrone/Harry Snoxell 
(FCM) 9-7 
2. Kyle Maloof/Gino Ramirez (FCM) def. Paul Bishop/Mikk Irdoja (AASU) 8-6 
3 Paul Fitzgerald/Edualdo Bonet (AASU) def. J.P. Llano/Mason Addison 
(FCM) 8-5 
Match Notes 
Armstrong Atlantic 1-0; National ranking #1; Regional ranking #1 
Flagler 1-1; Regional ranking #9 
Flagler is No. 9 in South Region 
Armstrong Atlantic is No. 1 nationally and No. 1 in the Southeast Region 
#1 Armstrong Atlantic 9, #21 Augusta State o 
Feb. 7 at Savannah, Ga. (AASU Tennis Complex) 
Singles competition 
1 #1 Edualdo Bonet (AASU) def. Henrique Boturao (ASU) 6-0,6-3 
2 #11 Paul Bishop (AASU) def. Jenner Stevenson (ASU) 6-1,6-0 
0 #,7 Rafael Array (AASU) def. Bernardo (ASU) 6-0, 6-3 
4 Mikk Irdoja (AASU) def. Guilherme Ferraz (ASU) 6-1,6-1 
4 #21 Tim Johannsen (AASU) def. Millati (ASU) 6-4,7-5 
6. Paul Fitzgerald (AASU) def. Frederico Mendes (ASU) 6-0,6-0 
f^lSfaTiVray/Tim Johannsen (AASU) def. Fernandes/Jenner Stevenson 
(ASU) 8_5 
2 Paul Bishop/Mikk Irdoja (AASU) def. Henrique Boturao/Frederico Mendes 
3 Edualdo Bonet/Paul Fitzgerald (AASU) def. Guilherme Ferraz/Millati (ASU) 8-1 
Match Notes ^ ̂  pBC; Nationai ranking #21 
Armstrong Atlantic 2-0,1-0 PBC; National ranking #1 
T-3:35 A-50 
#1 Armstrong Atlantic 8, #23 USC Aiken 1 
Fe£Tat Savannah, Ga. (AASU Tennis Complex) 
Singles competition ^ #6 Bnm0 Seves (USCA) 6_4_ 6_r 
r. #1 Edualdo Bonet uvvo ^ ̂  ̂  (AAS(J) 7_6> &_3, 
2. #19 Dago (AASU) def. Christopher Kaetz (USCA) 6-2,7-5 
3. #37 Rafael Array (AM > Andrade (USCA) 6_1; 6_2 
4. Mikk Irdoja (A^U) ^ ̂  m Guglielmeti (USCA) 6.^ 6_4 
1 MP- G». (USCA, 6-1.« 
I'^SRafaTiWrajVTim Johannsen (AASU) def. Filipe Garcia/Bruno Seves 
2. Paul Bishop/Mikk Irdoja (AASU) def. Gregory Andrade/Christopher Kaetz 
Ed ld^Bonet/Paul Fitzgerald (AASU) def. Nathan Berlyn/Dagoberto Darezzo 
3' Ua (USCA) 8-0 * . 
Match Notes National ranking #23 
USC Aiken 2-1, 0-1 r » c. Nat;onal ranking #1 
Armstrong Atlantic 3-0, 2-0 rn , 
T-3122 A-50 
Senior Paul Bishop plays great defense to help narrow the score 
in his favor for the Pirates. 
photos by Muona Malola 
Freshman Sona Novakova, currently ranked No. 1, sets up for 
another fast-paced first serve. 
Disappointing loss for 
Pirates 
AASU drops third game of 
weekend series in extra innings 
By Luke Armstrong 
Sports Editor 
sports.inkwell@gmail.com 
In a game that treated fans 
to a little bit of everything you 
could see at a baseball game, 
Armstrong Atlantic State 
University (AASU) dropped 
a heartbreaker in 10 innings. 
The University of South­
ern Indiana (USI) Scream­
ing Eagles had to come from 
behind to pull out the win on 
Feb. 8 to close out the three 
game series. 
It was a game of missed op­
portunities for the Pirates, as 
they had a number of chances 
to score more runs and gave 
up five unanswered runs to 
lose a 7-3 lead and go down 
8-7 in extra innings. 
The Pirates started off the 
day as though they were go­
ing to pick up an easy win. 
Leadoff hitter junior Josh 
Wilson jumped on the first 
pitch and launched it over 
the left field wall for AASU's 
first home run of the season. 
Later in the first, Juan Do­
rado scored after Bryan Roby 
grounded into a double play. 
Despite having the bases 
loaded at one point in the 
bottom of the first, the Pi­
rates were only able to come 
away with two runs. 
AASU gave up a run to the 
Screaming Eagles on a series 
of errors in the third inning. 
USI's Dylan Mooney hit a 
shot to the centerfield wall; 
Dorado cut off the throw 
coming in from the outfield, 
and he threw to third base 
to make sure the runner 
wouldn't advance. 
Unfortunately for Dorado, 
third baseman Roby wasn't 
looking, and the ball got past 
him. Then with Mooney on 
third a wild pitch let him 
come in to score. 
The Pirates got a bit of 
revenge in the same inning 
when they scored a run off 
a wild pitch in their favor 
this time. Once again AASU 
squandered chances to score, 
stranding runners on base in 
the third. 
The Screaming Eagles 
werenh to be outdone. Wes 
Fink blasted a homer to left, 
bringing the score back to 
within one, 3-2. 
The very same inning 
AASU extended its lead to 
5-2 thanks to another solo 
homerun by Kenny Cail and 
a single by Wilson that drove 
in Carlos Cordoza-Oquendo. 
The Pirates looked as 
though they weren't going 
to be caught in the bottom 
of the sixth. With runners 
on second and third, Dorado 
hit a single to center to drive 
in both runners to make the 
game 7-3. 
However, over the course 
of the next two innings USI 
made up the margin and tied 
the game at seven in the top 
of the eighth. 
In the bottom of the ninth 
inning AASU had its chances 
to win the game. Michael 
Price hesitated on a run from 
third to home and was called 
out on the tag even though 
he appeared to beat out the 
throw. Then, with the bases 
loaded, Cardoza ended up 
grounding out to third. 
The very next inning Chad 
Bruce hit a double of AASU's 
closer Brandon McCreery, 
scoring a run. 'Trailing for 
the first time all game, the 
Pirates batting order had no 
response in the bottom of the 
tenth, giving USI the win. 
The Pirates are back in ac­
tion this coming weekend 
when they host Shepherd 
University in a three* game 
series that starts on Friday, 
Feb. 13 at 2 p.m. 
photo by Elizabeth Rusiecki 
In the bottom of the ninth, sophomore Michael Price attempts to 
beat out the tag at home plate to score a run for AASU. 
Lady Pirates' first action of the year at Kiawah 
Island Intercollegiate 
Courtesy of Sports 
Communications 
First Round 
KIAWAH ISLAND, S.C. -
The Armstrong Atlantic State 
University (AASU) women's 
golf team shot a first-round 
334 and-sits in 13th place 
after the first round of the 
Tusculum College/Kiawah 
Island Intercollegiate on 
Saturday afternoon at the 
Cougar Point Golf Club. 
Top-ranked Florida Southern 
leads the 17-team field with 
a 4-over-par 292 score, one 
stroke ahead of defending Di­
vision II national champion 
Rollins (293). Barry (302), 
Lynn (303) and Pfeiffer (305) 
round out the top five teams 
after the first day of play. 
Freshman Kim Knox s hot a 
six-over-par 78 and is tied for 
27th individually after Satur­
day's play. Madison Mongin 
shot an 83 and is tied for 51st 
individually, while Kristen 
Jelinek shot an 84 and is tied 
for 55th individually. Sarah 
Johns shot an 89 and is tied 
for 66th individually, while 
Victoria Bennett rounded 
out the Lady Pirates' scoring 
with a 91, tying for 74th. 
Second Round 
The AASU women's golf 
team shot a final-round 340 
and finished the Tusculum 
College/Kiawah Island In­
tercollegiate in 14th place 
after Sunday's last round 
at the Cougar Point Golf 
Club in Kiawah Island, S.C. 
The Lady Pirates finished 
the tournament with a two-
day total of 674. Top-ranked 
Florida Southern shot a 
294 on Sunday and cap­
tured the tournament title 
with a 586 total, two strokes 
ahead of defending. Division 
II national champion Rol­
lins (588). Lynn (602), Pfe­
iffer (605) and Barry (606) 
rounded out the top five. 
Freshman Madison Mongin 
shot a second-round 81 and 
led the Lady Pirates individ­
ually, finishing with a two-
day 164 total, tying for 44th. 
Sophomore Kristen Jelinek 
shot a second-round 86 and 
finished with a 170 total, tying 
for 57th individually. Fresh­
man Kim Knox s hot a 94 on 
Sunday and finished tied for 
60th individually with a 172 
total, while sophomore Sarah 
Johns shot an 85 and finished 
tied for 65th individually 
with a 174 total. Freshman 
Victoria Bennett rounded out 
the Lady Pirates' scoring on 
the day with an 88, finishing 
tied for 72nd with a 179 total. 
AASU returns to action on 
Feb. 16 and 17 at the New­
berry College Invitational at 
Moss Creek Golf Club on Hil­
ton Head Island, S.C. 
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Calendar of Events 
Feb. 14: The AASU AMT department presents Piano Fest 2009 Competition Winners in recital at 5:30 
p.m. Admission is free. Call (912) 344-2801 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays, for information. 
Feb. 19-22: The Masquers theatre troupe presents "The Full Monty," Terrence McNally and David Yaz-
bek's bare-it-all musical comedy. Performances are at 7:30 p.m. (3 p.m. only on Feb. 22) in AASU's Jen­
kins Hall Theater. Call (912) 344-3169 for group ticketing information. General admission: $15. Call (912) 
344-2801 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., weekdays, for ticketing information. 
Local literature buffs celebrate language at 
Savannah Book Festival 
Nationally known authors converge on Telfair Square 
By Kara Hooper 
Staff Reporter 
What to do dowfitown this Valentine's weekend: 
WHAT: The Savannah Gay & Lesbian Film Society's next Series Film will screen "Were 
the World Mine," a fantasy-styled musical will be the feature film, preceded by two 
short independent films -"Operated by Invisible Hands" and "Untitled Film Stills" from 
Frameline in San Francisco. 
WHERE: Telfair's iepson Center for the Arts 
WHEN: Sunday, Feb. 5, at 5:45 jp.m. and 8:00 p.m. The Jepson is located at 207 West York 
Street. 
PRICE: $10 
For full information regarding this event, check theinkwellonline.com. 
Seven venues featuring authors from six different literary genres brimmed with people of all ages by 10 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 7 to enjoy the Second 
Annual Savannah Book Festival. 
Exhibitors set up in front of the historic Trinity Church to sell a wide variety of books, while vendors such as Rivcr Street Sweets, Blowin' Smoke BBQ, 
The Olde Pink House, Roly Poly, Vincenzo's Pizzeria, Chicago Dog & Deli and The Little Yellow Trolley contributed to the scene with a thick aroma of food 
wafting through the air. 
Crowds flocked in and out of the sanctuaiy at Trinity Church, a tented venue at Telfair Square and in the fellowship 
hall at Trinity Church, where fiction and poetry authors were scheduled to speak. 
Fiction authors J.A. Jance, Mary Kay Andrews and Adam Davies were at full capacity during their time slots, \ 
and most venues remained full. The square was packed only during transition periods between authors. • — 
David Kirby, the Robert O. Lawton Distinguished Professor of English at Florida State University, and one of x 
the featured poets, remarked that book festivals such as this one are significant. 
"Not only are they culturally and commercially good for places like Savannah, they are important because print 
media and publishing are dwindling, and it is essential for those who love books and writers to come together and eel 
ebrate each other." 
Audience members seemed to agree with Kirby. 
"When I heard the Savannah Book Festival was taking place again this year, I was so excited. This seems even 
bigger than last year's," said Sarah Forrester, senior media producer at 
Savannah College of Art and Design. 
The only complaint seemed to be that there were so many venues 
and authors to choose from. Some said they sometimes missed an 
author they wanted to see because of conflicting time slots. 
"I'm a little frustrated because there are so many authors to choose from. 
I want to see so more than I actually have time for, but you just have to pick 
and choose, and kind of map out your plan ahead of time," said Virginia 
Gribben, an audience member of J.A. Jance's venue. 
• The festival concluded on Sunday, Feb. 8 with Paula Deen's Fund-
raising Event, "Brunch on the Square," catered by Lady and Sons that 
raised money for the book festival. 
Photos by Faythe Medzie 
1: Paula Deen makes her way to the stage for 
her address at the luncheon that closed the 
weekend's festivities. 
2: Judith Ortiz Cofer reads a carpe diem poem 
written for her 1/2 Puerto Rican daughter that 
reminds her of the importance of dancing, and 
how celebration has always been important. 
3: Judith Ortiz Cofer's poems explore identity 
through cultural symbols that are a mixture of 
puertorican and southern culture such as the 
mixture of traditional dishes that Occur when 
the two meet. 
4: Paula asks the crowd who is from out of 
town. 
5: Paula's husband hands her hair weave back 
after she has playfully attached it to his beard 
6: Dr. David Kirby reads his poem, "Elvis, Be 
My Psychopomp," in which the character of 
Elvis takes the duty formerly held by Virgil 
in Dante's "Inferno" to lead" the soul of the 
protagonist through the underworld. 
Elvis vacilates between sage advice and the 
lamenting of his life's follies. 
7: Paula Deen speaks candidly with the crowd 
about rumors and gossip that have been going 
around about her. 
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Uiis chick flick isn't just fun and games 
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'He's Just Not That Into You' 
By Joseph Peters 
Staff Reporter 
"He's Just Not That Into 
You" is the reason the phrase 
chick flick was invented. 
This movie is a two-and-a-
half hour-long dissertation 
on how to understand hu­
man behavior in regards to 
dating, with all of the various 
plotlines tied together by one 
idea. He s just not that into 
you. 
Every character has a sto­
ry. He got married too young, 
and now he's just not that 
into his wife. He's into her, 
but he s just not that into the 
idea of marriage. He's into 
her, but he's already married. 
He s really into her, but she's 
just not that into him. You 
get the idea. 
In a movie that relies so 
heavily on the contrasting 
storylines, every member of 
the cast has to be on their 
game, and every member of 
this cast stepped up tremen­
dously. Jennifer Aniston, as 
Beth, is good enough that it's 
easy to forget that she was on 
"Friends" for all those years. 
Scarlett Johansson excels as 
the love-drunk di,tz Anna. 
Fans of "Entourage" may 
be disappointed that Kevin 
Connolly's Conor lacks Eric 
Murphy's swagger, but they 
should be happy that he's in 
touch with his emotions. And 
Justin bong, who has been 
the best part, of every movie 
he's been in, continues that 
streak as the laid-back love 
guru Alex. 
The biggest drawback 
about this movie is how 
feminine it actually winds up 
being. Guys who don't want 
to go to it in the first place 
might learn something, but 
it's more likely that they'll 
just leave the theater feeling 
emasculated. With the excep­
tion of Ben Affleck's Neil, all 
of the males in this movie are 
either homosexuals or idiots, 
and males in the audience 
will find it almost impossible 
to relate with them. 
Fortunately for this movie, 
it doesn't matter if he's just 
not that into it. "He's Just 
Not That Into You" is for the 
women who have felt used, 
confused, abused, crazy, 
spacy, dreamy, steamy, an­
noyed, paranoid, dismayed, 
betrayed, broken or beauti­
ful. 
Most importantly, this 
movie is for those who want 
nothing more than to love 
and be loved. In that regard, 
it accomplishes its mission, 
and creates a story that, in 
some capacity, everyone can 
relate to. 
Director: Ken Kwapis 
Starring: Ginnifer 
Goodwin, Justin Long, 
Jennifer Aniston, Ben 
Affleck and Scarlett 
Johansson * 
Rated: PG-13 (for 
sexual content and 
brief strong language). 
4 stars (out of 5) 
athletic, artistic skills 
Native Bulgarian excels at volleyball and graphic design 
By Yvette Wheeler 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 
arts. inkwell @gmail.com 
Marina Marinova, a 21-
year-old junior at Armstrong 
Atlantic State University 
(AASU), spends her days at 
volleyball practice or in class 
(she's taking 18 credit hours), 
and she spends her spare 
time creating graphic design, 
craft projects or just drawing. 
She has even completed a to­
tal brand design, from a logo 
down to the business cards, 
for a furniture company back 
in Bulgaria. 
Marinova, who moved from 
Sofia, Bulgaria to the United 
States in 2006, was 15 when 
she learned English. 
She received a scholarship 
to attend the University of 
Arkansas-Little Rock in Fay-
etteville (UA), but she want­
ed to attend a school with a 
better graphic design pro­
gram, so after two years she 
transferred to AASU. Now 
Marinova is pursuing her 
Bachelor of Fine Arts with an 
emphasis in graphic design 
here. 
Marinova "is an extremely 
versatile player who can do 
pretty much anything and 
everything," said Will Con­
don, AASU's head volleyball 
coach. 
"Very competitive, she 
cares a lot about her team­
mates. She encourages her 
teammates, pretty much ev­
erything you could want in a 
player personality-wise." 
Marinova was 13 when she 
became a national volleyball 
champion in Bulgaria. 
"It made me feel proud of 
myself that I did something 
because I was working hard 
for it," she said of the accom­
plishment. 
"And that was my first sig­
nificant success in anything 
that I've ever done, so that's 
why I'm saying if I finish 
school here, I will be really 
proud of myself." 
One of her best memories 
from her season at AASU is 
from a game against Lander 
University on Oct. 7, 2008. 
After starting setter Han­
nah Segebart got hurt in the 
game, Marina switched from 
right back defense to the set­
ter position for the rest of 
the match and aided in the 
victory while playing out of 
position. 
"There is a correlation be­
tween athletic talent, in my 
opinion, and artistic talent, 
like if you have good hand-
eye coordination, things like 
that," said Dr. John Jensen, 
a professor of art, and Ma-
rinova's Intro to Ceramics 
professor. "That can be very 
beneficial for creating stuff, 
Marina Marinova makes a fore­
arm pass at UA. 
especially like three-dimen­
sional work." 
She hopes to do graphic 
design for a private company 
after she completes her de­
gree. 
Marinova said her dad is 
her role model because he 
taught her to work hard for 
her goals. 
"I never had an ideal figure 
that I want to look like. I'm 
just trying to get from here 
to there, and create my own 
personality," she said. 
Marinova enjoys travel­
ing abroad and experiencing 
different cultures. She has 
already been to Italy, Serbia, 
Romania, Chile, and wants 
to go to California, Brazil and 
Australia next. 
She said that through trav­
el, "You always learn some-
Photo provided by 
Marina Marinova 
Sinister mystery-thriller combines 
economics, murder and sexual violence: 
A book review of'The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo' 
by Stieg Larsson 
By Jenny Lambeth 
Staff Reporter 
; boo k in a trilogy, 
with the Dragon 
pens with an in-
tory about an 82-
man, industrial 
Henrick Vanger, 
/es that his niece's 
killer is stalking 
Larsson introduc-




lder and the large, 
Lsufferable Vander 
der meets Mikael 
moments after 
;t from his trial is 
d Blomkvist is 
vith 50 counts of 
md libel agamst 
: Wennerstrom, a 
financial oracle by 
He is sentenced 
s in prison for his 
crimes. 
The novel's namesake is 
Lisbeth Salander, a physi­
cally petite tough-girl private 
investigator. Her boss de­
scribes her apparent attrac­
tiveness as present "in spite 
of the tattoos and the pierced 
nose and eyebrows." 
.Henrik Vanger approaches 
Blomkvist to work for him 
under the guise of writing 
his family's autobiography. 
Vanger has other plans for 
Blomkvist's investigative 
background. Vanger plans to 
have Blomkvist research the 
disappearance and possible 
murder of his niece, Harriet. 
Blomkvist bites off more than 
he can chew with the wealthy 
and eccentric Vanger family, 
whose distaste for each other 
is only clouded by the mys­
teries that lie within the fam­
ily's history. 
Blomkvist hires Salander 
to assist him after he reads 
her in-depth report on him­
self and discovers that she is 
a hacker. Blomkvist and Sa­
lander encounter many hor­
rific and violent details about 
the Vanger's family, while 
members of the family seek 
to silence the duo. 
The reader comes to love 
Salander's abrasive but child­
ish sensibilities by the end of 
the novel; however, the novel 
itself is a difficult read due to 
the extreme sexual violence, 
incest and animal torture 
and killing. 
Larsson peppers the open­
ing pages with statistics on 
Sweden's domestic violence 
and rape, painting a dev­
astating reality around the 
novel's violent content. 
One of the killers in the 
story even tritely comments: 
"Death doesn't come until 
the end of my guests' visits 
here, after I've grown weary 
of them." 
If the reader can mull 
through the wordy - and of-
Play festival starts with 3 
premieres in one night 
AASU Masquers to perform winning plays from the 
Inaugural Coastal Empire Play Festival 
By Iain Woodside 
Staff Reporter 
Armstrong Atlantic State 
University (AASU) stu­
dents will have the oppor­
tunity to see three world 
premier plays at the Jen­
kins theatre starting Feb. 
12. The three shows being 
performed are the winners 
from last year's Coastal 
Empire Play festival. 
These plays are the first 
of a brand new festival tra­
dition at AASU. 
Last year Eric Kildow, 
the festival director, and 
Peter Mellen, an associate 
professor of drama and 
speech at AASU, set out to 
start a play writing compe­
tition. Kildow announced 
that the university was ac­
cepting entries and before 
they knew it they had a 
small mountain of entries 
from as far away as Sibe­
ria; out of this the Coastal 
Empire Play Festival was 
born. 
But there was more to it 
than just picking the win­
ners and performing the 
plays. First the festival had 
to endure the renovation 
of Jenkins theatre space 
before they could perform 
the winning plays. This set 
the festival back a year. 
This year's festival appli­
cations are still being pro­
cessed as last year's perfor­
mances are being staged. 
Starting on Feb. 12 and 
running until the Feb. 14,. 
the Armstrong Masqu­
ers will be putting on the 
three winning plays from 
last year's contest. The 
plays are one-act produc­
tions ranging from 25 to 
45 minutes in length, and 
all will be performed back to 
back starting at 7:30 p.m. 
The plays chosen have "re­
ceived what are called stage 
readings which are sort of 
minimally produced per­
formances...in order to get 
a script on its feet," Kildow 
said. These stage readings 
are by no means real per­
formances of the plays, thus 
making the performances 
later this month the world 
premier for all three plays. 
"You'll be seeing a world 
premier, you'll be seeing 
the first and formative per­
formances of these pieces, 
which is something exciting, 
because not everyone can 
say that they have seen such 
a thing," Kildow said, urging 
students to attend the per­
formances. 
Not only will you be seeing 
world premier plays, but they 
are sure to entertain, Kildow 
said, adding that a fight cho­
reographer had been brought 
in for select scenes of "Mov­
ing to the Sun," one of the 
three plays being performed. 
Of course this isn't all 
that should bring you to see 
"Moving to the Sun" by Phil­
lip Keeling, a student study­
ing for his MFA in dramatic 
writing at SCAD. 
This piece "is a one-act play 
about a desperate, lonely man 
who kidnaps a stranger with 
the intention of taking her 
with him to the sun, where 
he assumes life is bright, 
glorious, and free from the 
horrible indignities of the 
world," Keeling said. He also 
said that he based this story 
off of his own experiences of 
trying to move to the sun. 
"Residue" by Stacy Lane is 
about a women who has a re­
curring nightmare in which 
she is attacked by a lion, and 
in her quest to rid her nights 
of this terror she studies lu­
cid dreaming (becoming 
conscious of the dream state 
while still asleep and retain­
ing memory of the event). 
Soon she develops a "dream 
lover," and the play is about 
the comedy that ensues from 
this scenario. 
Lane said she was inspired 
by her own experiences deal­
ing with recurring night­
mares. She attended Rollins 
Park College where she re­
ceived a BA in performance 
and technical theatre. 
"3000 Words about Ne­
vada" is the third and final 
play in the series, by* Eric 
Eberwein. 
The plot follows a neurotic 
man traveling through the 
midwestern region of the 
United States and his misad­
ventures in his travels. Eber­
wein said that travel, both 
physically and psychologi­
cally, are primary themes in 
the majority of his plays. 
Mr. Eberwein received a 
Bachelor of Arts in journal­
ism from California State 
University, and said he dis­
covered the contest all the 
way on the west coast by 
'google-ing' play festivals. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m., 
Feb. 12 through Feb. 14, and 
general admission is $10. 
Discounts are available for 
military, seniors, AASU staff 
faculty and alumni, as well as 
children. AASU students pre­
senting a valid school ID will 
get in free. Contact the ticket 
office at (912) 344-2801 dur­
ing the hours of 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. for more information 
ten similar - names of the 
characters, the novel is an 
absorbing read. The mys­
tery never seems to cease. 
Just when the reader thinks 
the story cannot become any 
more complicated, another 
element is revealed. 
The novel is riddled with 
peeks into the. world of fi­
nance and journalism,*as well 
as ethics in journalism; it is a 
fascinating read all around 
for the sheer diversity of the 
subject matter. 
——~ 
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"The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo" can be 
found in paperback at Barnes & Noble for 
$20. 
V 
Live Music Series 
at Armstrong Atlantic State University 
Department of Art, Music & Theatre • 344.2801 
February 23 - March 1 
Tape and post your Pirate Pride 
videos on YouTube 
March 2 - 5 
Vote for your favorite video in SHIP 
March 6 
Winners announced! 
WIN GREAT PRIZES! 
1st Place 
$60 gas card 
2nd Place 
Two tickets to the CUB spring concert 
3rd Place 




ACROSS r n n-
1 "The House at 
_ Corner" 1.4 
5 Solemn 
promises 17 
10 Rise on hind 
legs 20 
14 Can do HUHI 
15 Murdered 
16 Contemporary of 26 27 28 
Agatha 
17 Ovid's outfit as 
18 Carver's choice 




23 Grafton of 
mysteries 
24 Stick on 
26 Glide on ice 49 50 51 
29 Pie-cooling — * 
ledge 56 
30 Employ go 
33 Fragrant conifer 
34 Timber borders [m- |~ 
37 Not hidden 
38 Make free 
39 Gives off 
40 Pussyfooting 
42 Get all 
melodramatic 9 Bit for a horse 
43 Letters that blast 10 Polish again 
44 Transition point ' 11 Cupid 
45 Talk 12 Plenty 
continuously 13 Cerise and 
46 Stable mothers crimson 
48 Manger morsel 19 Ring of flowers 
49 Scale notes 21 Vallarta, 
52 Power gaps Mexico 
56 No matter what, 24 Exposures for 
59 Burnsian hillside . drying 
60 Beige 25 Grow feathers 
61 Disunite 26 Randolph or 
62 Be vanquished Zachary 
63 Pipe fittings 27 Actor Bacon 
64 Mock playfully 28 Thoroughly 
65 Basin accessory proficient 
29 Long step 
DOWN 30 Labor or student 
1 Maze solution follower 
2 Slender 31 Fracas 
instrument 32 German city 
3 Gymnast Korbut 35 Eye 
4 Early advantage maliciously 
5 Actor Davis 36 Not subject to 
6 Actor Bates change 
7 Soak up rays 41 Most macabre 
8 Concealed 46 Diner handouts 
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Disability Insurance 
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Design a plan that meets your needs 
Call for a rate check up! 





57 Finger sign 
58 Longoria of 
" "Desperate 
Housewives' 
47 Actress Irving 
48 Eccentric 




52 Billfold filler 
NIGHT 
Y For Students, Faculty, and StaS 
Every Tuesday 5PWI-8PM 
Oglethorpe Mall Food Court 
Boy an entree, get an entree FREE! 
Entrees ackrie QtkJt-fiHb Ouctet Saafokk, t Nuggets, a* % Strips 
FEBRUARY 13 
PianoFest 2009 Guest Artist Recital 
Calvin Permenter, William Jewel College 
Music by Scarlatti, Beethoven, Liszt, Faure, and Debussy 
7:30 p.m. • AASU Fine Arts Auditorium 
General admission: $6 
FEBRUARY 14 
PianoFest 2009 Competition Winners' Recital 
5:30 p.m. • AASU Fine Arts Auditorium 
Free admission 
3000 Vtoids.About Nevada lUtL 
fey f&jfintvMit 4""' 
February 12-14, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 
Jenkins Hall Theater Tickets available 
At the AASU Fine Arts Box Office, 11 a.m . to 3 p.m., wee 
By phone during box office hours, 344.2801 
Online at www.finearts.armstrong.edu/tickets.html 
Funded in part by the 
AASU Campus Union Board and 
Student Government Association t/VSU. 
SHOW US YOUR BE 
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